Creative Writing (письмо)
1. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Grades (marks) encourage students to learn.
- What motivates you to study better?
- What is more important for you to get knowledge or a good mark?
 
2.  Some famous athletes and entertainers earn millions of dollars every year. Do you think these people deserve such high salaries?
- Why do some people idolize them?
- How famous athletes and entertainers can change our life?
- What difficulties does their work have?
 
3. Would you prefer to live in a traditional house or in a modern apartment building?
-Describe advantages and disadvantages of a traditional house.
-Describe advantages and disadvantages of a modern apartment building.
-What is the best for you?
 
Reading Comprehension (читання) 
 TEXT 1: FROM “GRAMMAR SMART” BY THE PRINCETON REVIEW
There’s an awful lot of bad writing in the word – no doubt you have had to suffer through reading some of it.  Maybe you had it assigned to you in class, or maybe you just picked up a magazine and quickly put it down again; the problem was not you or any lack of disciple.  The problem was that the writer was unable to hold your interest, possibly because of a dense, dry style. Good writing is relatively rate, and tremendously valuable – if you can write well people will pay attention to what you have to say.  We all want to be heard.  Good grammar, including a flexible and creative syntax, is “The Way.”  People who know grammar can play` with language – they can use it to have fun, to make jokes, to differentiate themselves from the rest of the world.  Maybe it sounds nutty, but grammar is the fundamental tool for self-expression.
In writing, style is the manner in which a writer chooses to present his story.  Style is not randomly chosen; it expresses something about the writer – the way he feels and thinks about his subject, himself, the world – just as the way you walk, dress, and behave expresses something about you.  When you meet someone new, you notice the person’s gestures, haircut, and facial expressions.  These are signals, a means of communicating to the world.  You understand what these signals, a means of communicating to the world.  You understand what these signals mean, whether you’re thinking consciously of them or not.  The same is true for literature: to be able to make your way through Henry James, you need to be able to understand what his signals mean.  Knowledge about the parts of the sentence – the subject and predicate, phrases and clauses, the ways in which these parts fit together – enables you to understand complicated, dense writing as well as to appreciate the spare, lean writing of Hemingway.
 Are the statements true or false?
      1. “Bad writing” happens when writers can’t keep reader’s interest.
2. Writers who understand grammar can use it for humour and individuality in their writing.
3. A synonym of “nutty” is “strange.”
4. We can appreciate literature better by understanding the author’s writing style.
5. A person’s writing style reflects his perspective on things.
6. Hemingway’s writing is probably lengthy and complex.
TEXT 2: FROM “CLIMATE CHANGE WARNING” BY ROGER HARRABIN
Scientists advising the British government have given a warning about the melting of the Greenland ice cap. A report by the Department for Environment says many of the risks associated with climate change are more serious than previously thought. The ice cap on Greenland holds a tenth of the world's fresh water. It's more than a mile thick and if it melts it will slowly raise sea level round the world.
Recently the ice has been shrinking at the edges as the local climate warms. Scientists would be even more disturbed if the ice in the middle melted.
Today's document is an edited and peer-reviewed report of a government-sponsored conference last year. It warns that the tipping point beyond which the cap may begin to thaw is estimated to be a global temperature rise of two degrees Celsius. It says that to be relatively certain of avoiding this sort of warming we should keep emissions of the greenhouse gas carbon-dioxide below 400 parts per million in the atmosphere.
The government's chief scientist Sir David King told the BBC that target was highly desirable but politically unfeasible because it would mean turning power stations off. The lowest realistic figure for halting emissions, he said, was 550 parts per million. But today's report makes it plain that that's well above the predicted melting point of the ice cap. The scientific advice on emissions, says Professor King, is that we shouldn't be where we are.
Choose   the correct variant  (A, B, C, or D):
7.     This news report cites a report from the British government’s…
a.     Department of Home Affairs
b.     Department for Greenland’s ice cap
c.      Department for Meteorology
d.     Department for Environment.
8.     What do scientists fear that a rise in the global temperature of 2 degrees Celsius will cause?
a.     Emissions of carbon dioxide will be reduced from 550 parts per million to 400 parts per million.
b.     Greenland’s ice cap will begin to melt and cause a worldwide rise in sea level.
c.      The warmer temperature will lead to a lack of fresh water.
d.     Power plants will need to be closed to save the ice cap.
9.     According to the article who is Sir David King?
a.     The government’s chief scientist
b.     The government’s chief meteorologists
c.      The BBC’s lead scientist
d.     A representative from the Department for Environment
10.  Why can’t the recommended target for carbon dioxide emissions be met?
a.     Greenland’s ice cap is melting already, so there is no need to cut emissions.
b.     It would mean turning off power stations.
c.      Politicians are not educated about the issue and will not pass the necessary reforms.
d.     Scientists are uncertain about their results
11.A synonym for “unfeasible” is
a.     Probable
b.     Preferable
c.      Unrealistic
d.     Uncomplicated
12. The phrase “realistic figure” in the last paragraph means…
a.     Truthful number
b.     A number that can be reached
c.      An easy number
d.     Lowest number
TEXT 3: FROM “KIDNAPPED” BY ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON
I lay for the space of many days a prisoner, and not only got my health again, but came to know my companions. They were a rough lot indeed, as sailors mostly are: being men removed from all the kindly parts of life, and condemned to toss together on the rough seas, with masters no less cruel. There were some among them that had sailed with the pirates and seen things it would be a shame even to speak of; some were men that had run from the king's ships, and went about with a price on their necks, of which they made no secret; and all, as the saying goes, were "at a word and a blow' with their best friends. Yet, I had not been many days shut up with them before I began to be ashamed of my first judgment, when I had drawn away from them at the Ferry Pier, as though they had been unclean beasts. No class of man is altogether had, but each has its own faults and virtues; and these shipmates of mine were no exception to the rule. Rough they were, sure enough; and bad, I suppose; but they had many virtues.  They were kind when it occurred to them, simple even beyond the simplicity of a country lad like me, and had some glimmerings of honesty.
 Choose  the correct variant  (A, B, C, or D):
13. What reasons does the narrator give for the sailors being so rough?
a.     They were cruel masters.
b.     They had too many best friends.
c.      They had been in the King’s navy.
d.     There were no kind influences in their lives.
14. Why was the narrator ashamed of his first judgment of his companions?
a.     The sailors turned out to have good virtues.
b.     The narrator now wanted to be a sailor.
c.      The narrator thought he was worse than the sailors were.
d.     The sailors apologized for kidnapping the narrator.
15. Which character trait did the sailors NOT possess?
a.     Gentleness
b.     Kindness
c.      Simplicity
d.     Honesty
16.   Where did the narrator live before being kidnapped?
a.     On a pirate ship.
b.     In the country.
c.      In a big city near the sea
d.     In the king’s army
17.  Which statement is NOT true?
a.     the narrator was a boy
b.     the narrator was ill for some time.
c.      the narrator was a sailor
d.     the narrator was on a ship.
18. What does “glimmerings” in the last sentence mean?
a.     a gigantic amount
b.     a small amount
c.      a very small amount
d.     a large amount
 
TEXT 4: FROM “ADRIFT IN THE EQUATORIAL PACITIC” BY MARTEN TORTE
         The day was very blue, not sharp autumn blue, but faraway tropical blue, languorous, timeless. The northern Gilbert Islands, our first glimpse of Kiribati, passed below and the islands seemed not like islands, but suggestions of islands, emerald crescents rising from the depths, as if there was something temporary about their existence. And then the island, Tarawa, appeared. We flew over the northern part of the island, a ribbon of land topped with palm trees and bisected by the channels feeding the ocean into the lagoon. The tide was in and the lagoon seemed incandescent, a startling fusion of greens and blues. On the ocean side of the atoll, white streamers of broken waves rushed toward barren beaches. Villages of thatch appeared and then faded away. Any moment we expected contact, the hard bounce of the wheels on the runway.
         We emerged from the plane and were immediately stricken by the heat. It was astonishing, a wonder of nature, a blazing force that left us awestruck. As we walked—slithered actually, slowly melting, panting—across the tarmac, hundreds of people, dressed in the brightest of hues, observed us from behind the steel fence separating the two barn-like structures comprising the departure and arrival areas of Bonriki International Airport.
 Select the correct variant  (A, B, C, or D):
19. The author commented that the islands of Kiribati didn’t seem like islands because…
a.     they really were not islands.
b.     they seemed like only impressions of islands.
c.      they were shaped like emeralds.
d.     they resembled a famous painting.
20.  The author saw all of the following EXCEPT…
a.     island wildlife.
b.     villages.
c.      exotic vegetation.
d.     observers.
21.  The author used the word “slithered” because…
a.     the ground was very wet and he slid to his destination.
b.     it was too hot to walk normally.
c.      it was the method of transportation he preferred.
d.     he was describing the movement of snakes.
22.  In the passage, the author describes…
a.     his dream vacation.
b.     his first impressions of Kiribati.
c.      his first air plane ride.
d.     his first trip to the ocean.
23.  Which is NOT a body of water?
a.     lagoon
b.     channel
c.      atoll
d.     ocean
24. What is likely to be true of the Bonriki International Airport:
a.     Popular tourist destination
b.     Busy airport
c.      One of the smallest international airports on earth
d.     Has daily flights to and from San Francisco, London, and Moscow
 
TEXT 5 FROM “NICKNAMES” FROM NADA’S ESL ISLAND
Paragraphs A- F are in the wrong order. Decide on the correct order of the paragraphs, and write the letter next to the number below.
25 ____                                    28 ____
26 ____                                    29 ____
27 ____                                    30 ____
(A)  Family names are hardly ever used in daily situations and the use of one's father’s last name is saved only for rare and formal occasions.
(B) This love for nicknames can create a sense of closeness between people who are otherwise not related.  Even the presidents of the United States have borne nicknames. 
(C) In many traditional cultures the use of the family name is seen as a sign of respect. For Americans, however, it’s the nickname which creates an immediate intimacy between two people upon which to build a
relationship.
(D) Abraham Lincoln was known as “Honest Abe,” Franklin Delano Roosevelt was simply called FDR, Eisenhower was referred to informally as Ike, President Ronald Reagan was affectionately called “The Gipper,” and John F. Kennedy was known as Jack or JFK.
 (E)Americans often express a great love of informality when using nicknames. These are shortened forms of their given name at birth and reflect the casual relationships which exist among friends and co-workers.
 (F) Not every nickname, however, is a compliment and some can be downright rude and insulting someone should demonstrate a certain negative characteristic, a label will soon be attached to describe that person in a non-flattering way. Likewise a person’s dominate physical traits may lead to nicknames that are not necessarily to one’s liking or choice.
  
Speaking Comprehension (говоріння) 
1. Many people around the world have started to eat more often in fast-food restaurants.  They may 
have different reasons for going there, but many experts think fast-food is bad for one’s health
-What is your opinion?  Why do you think people are eating more fast-food?
-How healthy do you think this food is? What effects does it have on one’s health?
2. Everyone has their own ideas about the best way to raise children.  Some people believe in strict 
rules and discipline, while others think they can solve any problems by talking.
-What do you think is the best method for raising children?
-How do these methods compare to those that your parents used to raise you?
-What advice would you give to young parents? 
 
3. People usually play music that reflects their mood.
-What genre of music do you usually listen to?
-What type of music do you listen to in different emotional states?
-Do you think music allows you to deal with your emotions? Explain.
 
4. It has been said that the internet is making the world a smaller place.
-How has the internet changed your life?
-How does it provide you with access to new ideas and cultures?
-If you could publish an article on the Internet about your culture, what would it say?
 
5. More and more Ukrainian young people are appearing with tattoos and body piercing.
-What do you think of these fashions?
-Who that you know will be the first to try these fashions?
-Will you try them?  Why or why not?
 
6. The American President John F. Kennedy once said, “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.”
-Do you think that you have a responsibility to contribute to your country?  Explain.
-Why do you think this is an important question?
-What are some examples of things you can do for your country in order to improve it.
 
7. “I left my heart in San Francisco,” is a popular song?
-How do you interpret this statement?
-Where have you been that you’ve left your heart?
-Is it a place that you go often, or have only been once before? Do you plan on returning?
 
8. Imagine you had the skills to do any job for once day.
-Which job would you chose? Why? Is this a career you could see yourself pursing in the future? 
Explain.  What steps have you taken in order to make that goal a reality?
 
9. Celebrities, music and fashion, otherwise known as pop culture, have influenced people for 
generations.
-Do you think pop culture generally has a positive effect on young people?  Why or why not?
-Which celebrities do you think provide the best and worst for young people?
-If you were a celebrity how would you use your fame to influence those around you?
 
10. Many forms of communication, such as mobile phones, letters, and email, are now available 
worldwide.
-What forms of communication are available in your community?
-What is your preferred form of communication?
-Do you believe that certain types of communication will become obsolete? Which forms and why? 
 
11. Imagine that you have been asked to go on a speaking tour to teach people about Ukraine.
-Which three countries would you go to? Why? What items would you bring to show people?  How do
 these represent Ukraine? What event in Ukraine’s history do you think is most important for people to 
know about? Why?
 
12. Most scientists argue that we live in a dangerous time of climate change?
-Why should all people be concerned about the environment?
-How can humans undo the damage they’ve done to the earth?
-What are people doing in your town or village to help the environment?
 
13. The teenage years of a person’s life are sometimes the most difficult.  These years bring children 
many challenging choices that can affect the rest of their lives?
-What are some of the problems that teenagers face today?
-How can humans undo the damage they have done to the earth?
-How much can a teenager’s parents help them in growing into an adult?
 
14. Choosing a profession in not an easy task.  That is why we spend a long time thinking about it 
while still in school.  Sometimes even then we don’t know what we want. 
-Share your ideas about your future profession.  What areas interest you?
-What professions do you respect the most?  What about them are interesting?
What is the most important in a profession for you (money, satisfaction, etc.)?  Why?
 
15. People nowadays seem to be so busy it’s amazing that they can find any time to relax.  Where 
can they find spare time?
-What do you think about the fast pulse of life in today’s world? Should we slow down?
-How do you make time for yourself?
-When do you have free time, and what do you like to do?
 
16. Tell about someone you know who has an interesting hobby.
-What does the person do to enjoy his or her hobby? Is the hobby expensive?  Does it take a lot of 
time?  Does the person have a collection which you can look at? – Do you think this is a hobby that 
can last for a lifetime?
 
17. Tell about a holiday that is celebrated in Ukraine and is also celebrated in other countries?
-Tell how the holiday is celebrated in Ukraine, and then tell how it is celebrated in other countries.
-Tell how the holidays are alike and different.
 
18. Compare education in your country and education in one other English-speaking country that you 
have studied?
-Tell s many ways as you can how they are alike and how they are different.
-What education do you like?
 
19. Sports give us a way to exercise, relax, play with friends and much more.  They can be played or 
watched.  Sports are practiced everywhere in the world.
-Choose a sport. How is it played? What are the basic rules?  What equipment is needed?
-What attracts people to this sport? What are its most exciting moments?
-Most importantly, who lessons in life can be learned from this sport?
 
20. What is the most threating health problem facing humanity?
-Do you know why this problem is spreading? Do you know anyone it has affected?  What can we do 
to help solve this problem?  
 
 
